XIV.]                              HITTITES.
as Indabugash is clearly Aryan. They were
advance-guard of the Indo-European southern^
which colonized Iran and pushed westward to the
Ana Minor, In the north the king torn of Mitanni was about
this time established be'ween the Euphrates and Tigris by
Aryans who-must hive b-^en of the sa-ne stock as the Kassites
who conquered Babylonia. The names of the kings of Mitanai
which are known to us in later times are Aryan, and among
the ^ods of Mitanni we find the Indian Varuaa, Indra, ami
the NSsatya twins (Agvins)." All this goes clearly to show
that the Kassites as well as the Mitannians were direct
immigrants from India where the Vedic gods had been
worshipped from time immemorial, and the Vedic hymns
composed In a far earlier age. My surmise is that the disper-
sion of these Aryan tribes took place after the battle of Kuru-
ksctra that had been fought about 2,500 B. C., and had made
the K^atriya race nearly extinct in India. Those that sur-
vived this general ruin migrated towards the west and settled
In various parts of Asia Minor, founding powerful kingdoms,
and maintaining their national and tribal characteristics for
a long time. But afterwards they were gradually absorbed
, by the Semites, and the only relics of their once having
belonged to the great Aryan race are now to be found in
their statues, writings on bricks and engravings on stones
and monuments, and in the names of their kings and gods.
The Hittites, who lived in a region to the north-west of
Mifcanni, and the north of Phoenicia, were probably also a
branch of the Aryan race, though European scholars are not
agreed as to who they were, and whence they came. That
they were a non-Semitic race is, however, admitted by all,
" The Peninsula of Asia Minor is so situated geographi-
cally that it is the only highway between Asia and Europe,
much as Palestine is the highway between Asia and Africa.
The peoples which inhabited it were therefore necessarily,
in some sense, a buffer between the great nations of the two
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